[Specificity of neuropsychological syndromes in disorders of higher mental functions in Alzheimer's disease and senile dementia].
A comparative neuropsychological study was made of the two groups of patients: with Alzheimer's disease [AD] (n = 40) and senile dementia [SD] (n = 54). The correlation and role of different factors in the formation of syndromes of higher mental functions (HMF) impairment in AD and SD were determined. The analysis was based on the concept of the presence of operational and regulatory factors in the systemic organization of mental activity. The structure of the syndrome of HMF impairment in AD is specified by the deficiency of operational factors whereas in SD, the deficiency of regulatory factors plays the key role. The patients with AD manifest the combination of disordered operational and regulatory factors related to the work of brain blocks II and I respectively (according to Luria). In SD patients, the syndrome is marked by the predominance of the symptoms related to the deficiency of regulatory factors provided for by the structures of brain blocks III and I, with the interest of the brain areas entering block II being far less.